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Dear Parents, Guardians and Students,

Get ready to mark your calendars for some great events coming up that
are sponsored by our PTO and Parent Involvement Committee!

Our annual Fun-Nite Carnival, on March 2nd, is the second major fund
raiser we organize each year, and the money raised will go toward funding field
trips and purchasing school supplies for students for next fall. Without your sup-
port, field trips would not be possible.

We will also be piloting the first-ever Artist for a Day program here this
spring. Students are going to be introduced and exposed to works of art by fa-
mous artists, and the purpose for the day will be ‘to provide students with an
appreciation and practical application of the humanities through visual arts’ They
will create their own works of art. More information about this will come. This
program will be funded by Title I Parental Involvement Funds.

We are through the winter testing period and are analyzing the data we
receive. The information we get from this helps us plan instruction that will meet
individual students’ needs. Our goal is for every student to increase their profi-
ciency on the spring ISATs and IRL
Thank you for making school attendance a priority, and working with us to help
your child be successful in school.

Cindy Dodd, Princijpal

Dare To Dream...[E Matters!
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PTO News

Our Box Top competition is in
full swing—with touch downs
scored and yards flying by! Keep
those box tops coming in for your
chance to win a tail gate lunch for
your class and your parents! It’s
great fun and great funding for the
school.

Believe it or not, the spring
Family Fun Night / Carnival is just
around the corner. Please get in-
volved! Plan to come to the PTO
meeting at 2:45 on February 7.

If you have items you would
like to donate to the carnival (food,
raffle items, auction items) please
contact Kim Royce at 455-1330.

PE SHORTS

... Mr. Brulotte

The annual Bogus Basin Ski Trip for 4th & 5th graders is still scheduled for Friday, February 3rd.
Forms will be sent home and are due back no later than Tuesday, January 31. Lots of questions have
been asked about whether or not the event is still going to take place. In the event Bogus Basin ends
up not having enough snow, all monies will be returned. Lets cross our fingers that does not happen!

Think Snow!!

:Inclement Weather

Children should dress appropriately for the cold weather. Please be sure that they have a warm
t winter coat, hat and gloves or mittens. Students will be outside for recess unless it is extremely wet or

: the temperature is below 20° including the wind chill factor.

: If school is closed due to bad weather and/or dangerous road conditions the following media will be
t notified. You can also check the Vallivue web site @ vallivue.org. The decision will be made no later
:than 6:30 a.m. and notification will be posted by 6:45 a.m. T.V. Channels 2, 6, 7, & 12 Radio Stations

{ KBOT, KIDO, KTSY.

Our Mission:

[l
----------------------------------------------

“We will unite in a flexible and positive way to develop relationships and inspire students to progress
in their education and have hope for their future success.”
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SEMESTER
ATTENDANCE TOTALS ('“
Preschool: 95% g

&

Kindergarten: 95%
First Grade: 95%
Second Grade: 96%
Third Grade: 96%
Fourth Grade: 97%
Fifth Grade: 96%

Our building goal is 97%.
We are at 95% for our first
semester
reaching that 97% goal!

Attendance Matters!
Please bring students to school on
tlme and let them stay until the end of
the day. Students are learning right up
to the last minute of the day!

@@@@@@@@@

Students may not tell adults
about bullying because they
are afraid of retaliation. We
need to let them know that
they can come to an adult and trust something will be done
about the problem without it getting worse. At Brown Bus
Company, we are working with our schools, students, parents
and district. Drivers are an important link in the chain against
bullying. For this to work well, we need to identify, stop and
report these acts. It can start by asking questions of your stu-
dents, not only “How was your day?” or “Did you do your
homework?”, but “How was recess?” or “How was the bus
ride?” It is important as adults, to listen to what they say to us.
Students can talk to the driver, or parents may call Brown Bus
Company at 455-2532. We can make a difference, if we pay
close attention and report it to the appropriate people.
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Did you know? Brown Bus Company does more than drive
students to and from school each day. We also provide afford
able transportation for special events and outings for large and
small groups alike. Examples of this would be birthday par-
ties, ski trips, church events and family events. Please contacf
Sheila Banda by phone at 42532 or by email at
sheilab@brownbuscompany.cdon more information. We

February
Calendar of Events

. Remember Popcorn & Spirit Fridays!

3| Ski Night 4th & 5th grades

712:45 PTO Meeting

look forward to serving you.
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14 | Valentine & Birthday parties
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By Mrs. Reed

Video Games: To Play or Not to Play?
Part 2

In the November Birdwatch I wrote about my

r leoncgrps with the amount of time our students

spend playing video games—especially games that
are not meant for children. I would like to con-
tinue to address that issue .

I have actually had students that were so fo-
cused on their game-identity that they would not
stop talking about video games with a simple re-
quest that they do so. I had to threaten to call their
parents if they brought it up again. Yikes! What
makes me so sad is that it seems to dominate their
personality to the detriment of them developing
their own personality and interacting with others.

I would like to list just some of the harmful ef-
fects that research has shown us:

§ An increase in emotional and behavioral
disorder symptoms
§ Attention problems such as hyperactivity,

ADD or ADHD
§ Detrimental school performance (as video

game usage increases, GPA and SAT scores

decrease)

§ Family interaction problems such as less
positive parental relations

§ Significant reduced amounts of slow-wave

(REM) sleep
§ Playing violent video games is a significant

risk factor for later physically aggressive be-

havior
http://addictionblog.org/top-10/top-10-negative-
effects-of-video-games-on-children/

I realize that not all video games are the same.
Perhaps you just need to evaluate the games that
your children play. Please take some time to think
about the habits of the people in your home.

Day
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